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Ecclesiastes seems to have anticipated Dalrymple, and it is far 
from likely that Australia was known to the remotest antiquity. 
Midas and Manilius do not meet the requirements of the case. 
Neither are the indications in the medijeval maps conclusive. Im- 
portant as they are, it is easy to overestimate their importance 
where they designate regions as yet unvisited by Europeans. 

It is probable, as Mr. Major has shown, that the Portuguese 
reached Australia in the sixteenth century; but the real discovery, 
in the usual sense of the word, dates from the year 1606, when 
Torres sailed through the strait that bears his name, and the Dutch 
landed at Cape York. 

The numerous reproductions of maps in the volume are very 
well done. 

The Land of the Nile Springs.^ being Chiefly An Account of how we 

fought Kabarega. By Colonel Sir Henry Colvile, K. C. M. G. , C.B., 

Grenadier Guards. Illustrated by Mr. J. Burrell-Smith and 

Mr. Twidle from Sketches by the Author and Major Thruston and 

from photographs by the Author. 8vo. Edward Arnold.^ London 

and New York, iSgj. 

Col. Colvile says in his preface that he wrote, some years ago, 

an official history of a campaign, and that he has contributed a good 

deal to Blue Book Literature. He adds : 

I trust that the habits acquired during these experiences may be considered a 
sufficient excuse for any items of useful information that I may have allowed to slip 
into the following pages. 

It is easy to forgive imaginary sins, but there is no excuse for 
this book. Col. Colvile's line of march was from Mombasa to the 
Victoria Nyanza and the Albert Nyanza, and detached expeditions 
were sent off to the right and to the left. Kabarega kept himself 
pretty well out of harm's way, after setting his capital on fire before 
the enemy reached it. The native forces, on both sides, were shy 
of fighting, the real work being done by the Sudanese, who make 
good soldiers. 

Two maps and a number of fair illustrations enliven this unin- 
teresting story. 

Expedicion Cientifica al Popocatepetl. Jos^ G. Aguilera y Esequiel 
Ordonez, gedlogos de la Comisidn Geoldgica Mexicana. 8vo. 
Mixico, iSpS- 
The report of this expedition is dated October, 1894. It begins 

with a brief description of the country around the City of Mexico 
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and the hydrographic importance of the Sierra Nevada, also called 
Sierra de Ahuaico, of which Popocatepetl forms the southern 
extremity. Seen from a distance, the mountain has the form of a 
cone, interrupted by a lateral peak on the north-western side and 
another, hardly distinguishable, on the south-west; but, on a nearer 
view, the regularity disappears, and the volcano presents itself as 
an elliptical cone, with its major axis in a north-western and south- 
easterly direction. The summit is obliquely truncated by the 
enormous crater, the highest wall of which, known as the Pico 
Mayor, is on the north-western side. The crater forms an ellipse 
of about 2,000 feet by 1,300, and its depth froin the Pico Mayor to 
the surface of the little lake at the bottom is nearly 1,700 feet. 

The mountain belongs to the class of stratified volcanoes, in which 
layers of breccia, sand, ashes, etc., are superimposed upon the lava 
and are, in turn, covered by a later flow. All the lava-currents of 
Popocatepetl follow the inclination of the slope of the exterior cone, 
and this fact supplies the authors with an argument against the 
conclusion of Felix and Lenk* that the Pico del Fraile, on the side 
of the mountain, is the remnant of an ancient crater. It appears, 
on the contrary, to be the result of a process of erosion. 

The paper is illustrated by four plates, a geological section of 
the country between Mexico and Popocatepetl, and a plan showing 
the formations; both maps in colours. 

Projet de Construction d'un Globe Terrestre, d I'/cAelle du Cent- 
milliime, par ElisSe Reclus. Pamphlet. {Bruxelles ?) iSpj. 

This pamphlet contains two papers: the one in which M. Reclus 
unfolds his scheme for the construction of a globe of 1,200 or 
1,300 feet in circumference, and another, signed G. G., which 
presents arguments in favour of the scheme and details of probable 
cost, manner of erection, etc. 

There is no denying the main thesis, that the globe is superior 
to the map for truthfulness of representation of surfaces and 
related parts of the earth ; but M. Reclus strains his ingenuity to 
exaggerate the shortcomings of the map. If all that he says on 
this point is true, there is small consolation left for the subscribers 
to his Universal Geography, a work begun and carried to comple- 
tion, it is now confessed, without the means of exact informa- 
tion. 

The proposed globe is to be set on some hill, 160 or 170 feet in 

* Beitrage zur Geologie und Palaeontologie der Republik Mexiko. (Aus: Palceon- 
tographica, yi.) Stuttgart, 1891. 



